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" By MARION WIDGER
News Staff Writer S ks T
'HOPKINTON — The picturesque
white “clapboard cape on'Main

. ‘room the town of Hopkinton was
_founded. A “group of settlers
- gathered around its huge, open
_fireplace in what was then : the

settled on land given to Harvard
" College by Edward Hopkins, and
‘named Hopkinstown at first.

fireplace mantel in that room, is
the original proclamation of the
founding, signed by the
incorporators. The house was used

town. The first town meeting was.
held here March 25, 1724.
Its first four rooms, a kitchen

=

ROCLAMATION — Signed
y the town's first
ommissioners, this document
roclaims their desire to

found the town of
Hopkinstown.” The framed
piece has o place of honor
over the mantel. i

Street just east of the center has a »
_story to tell. Right herein its dining

“kitchen and drew ~up “the *
proclamation.’ The town was 1

1 Even now in 2 frame over the

as the first Meeting House of the .

in%i’hs by John How, a carpenter
- and one of the first settlers. Later,
- in’1740, the present kitchen was
_@dded. In 1880, a shed used for a
- cobbler’s shop was built off that,

ecause How could read and

. ‘write, he became the first town
. -¢lerk and selectman. For 10 years,
he held town meetings in his
- kitchen until, in 1725, a permanent
. tneeting house was built in the
enter of town, s

. “How’s name also comes up in
_town records for building the first
..%3‘5 in the village for the
ihezrceration of legal law
" breakers, and for suing the town
. for money owed for boarding the
“own's first minister, the Rev.
 Samuel Barrett, and his horse.

~ Part of a family with a heritage
- of carpentry, How was the nephew
< of the man who built the Wayside

Inn, ;

and parlor on the first floor, and- Not surprisingly, the parlor

two bedrooms upstairs, were built- fireplace is a duplicate of one that

warmed George Washington at the
Sudbury hostelry. 2 e

The house has many fascinating
antique features — rugged old
beams, wide pine floorboards and
panelling stained almost cherry

red, an old stone sink in "the
_kitchen, a pulpet staircase and old
glass panes in the windows. The
dining room fireplace (the one that
‘was used for the original kitchen)

has a beehive oven and kindling

.. wood closet. Above the mantel was

a cupboard to warm the wine that
the parson served visiting
clergymen. Both here, and the
fireplace in the parlor, are
outfitted with cranes for hearthside
cooking. :
The two fireplaces are supported
by a foundation of fieldstone
layered on wooden planks, a

-“In a small

| TiopKHIton was joulded in tls L10usc

feature that varifies the ds
the house. e
The house is on an almos
acre lot, edged with a little 1
Centered in a circular dri

is a huge chestnut tree, whicl

be at least a third as old
house, and beneath that’
ancient Indian mill once U
groundmeal. =7 A7
barn, the pr
owner, Mrs. Rueul Strong, |
antique business until 195
‘was also” the town librari
years and active in numerou
affairs, i Je o NS

The house is now own
George and Irene Blake
inherited it from his aunt, wi

v

-in December, 1981. The .

have it on the market at an
price of $149,900. :




f MW/‘ ' S#ome
é f?ét/w

L ;wz%’: ?
-
i (_!L.ps ;5—\ aﬁ( ah/
r‘“ﬁf 'ﬁl’“ucﬂ 71454*“?’ ater™

Fsrt e G5 o f" ,@n

9 % rtdin, iy @zﬁ;

e o mn(é« @/ L,
g ;) £ ode ﬁ,,mmw: RM"‘""

e /’/ﬂf" 3 “’"""

ﬂ;’,ﬁm (Pﬂ”‘ EW m’, .

o named Hopkinstown at first.
“Even now, in 2 frame over the

found
Hopkinstown.

N — Signed
vn's first
this document

r desire to over the mantel.

H|$TORY — This pretty cape among fhe Trees off
was deeply involved in Hopkinton's beginnings.
ras built by the first town clerk -— so designated

the tow n of
The framed
piece has a place of honor
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fireplace mantel in that room, is
the original proclamation of the
founding, signed by the
incorporators. The house was used
as the first Meeting House of the -
town. The first town meeting was-
held here March 25, 1724,

Its first four rooms, a kitchen

‘and parlor on the first floor, and:
two bedroems upstau-s were bmlt

ret.urua A0L RPULULLE UL Lo

ks in the village for the

iitearceration of legal law

breakers, and for suing the town
for money owed for boarding the
own’s first minister,
Samuel] Barrett, and his horse,
Partof a famlly with a heritage
of carpentry, How was the nephew

* of the man who built the Wayside

Inn.
Not surprlsmgly, the parler

ﬁreplace isa duphcate of one that

becouse he could recd cnd write — 1he f|rsi fown meetings
were held here.

 (News Photos by George Marfell)

the Rev.

the parson served visiting
clergymen. Both here, and the
fireplace in the parlor, are
outfitted with cranes for hearthside
cooking.

The two fireplaces are supported
by a foundation of fieldstone
layered on wooden planks, Y_a

IF WALLS COULD TALK —
Before this fireplace, the
town's founding fathers
gathered to establish
Hopkinton 260 vears age. A

-in December, 1981. The Blakes

years and active In numerous' i
affairs, - =i e L

The house is now owned by_‘
George and Irene Blake, who'
inherited it from his aunt, whodied =

have it on the market at an asking ..
prlce of $149 900.

cupboard above the mantel
housed wine to be warmed for =
serving the 'visitors of the -
town's first pastor, who lived
here.




HOPKINTON

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR THE
UNUSUAL? You'll love this 10
Room home with 1 1/2 ACRES of
PRIVACY. Country kitchen
with wood stove. Family room
with Cathedral Ceiling and Stone
Fireplace. Master bedroom suite
with Cathedral Ceiling. 3 1/2
BATHS. MANY EXTRAS.

MLS ...%$169,000.

HISTORIC CAPE BUILT IN 1715.
FIRST TOWN MEETING held here
when Town of Hopkinton Incor-
. porated. Authentic wide board
& floors, beamed ceilings and 12/12
windows. COBBLER'S SHED AND
BARN. 2.6 ACRES with circular
drive.

MLS ...$153,900. ;*

CGLONIAL FARMHOUSE with 2-car
garage and attached workshop or
studio. All applianced kitchen.
Large dining room with woodburn- 4
ing stove. Living room with stone
fireplace. Screened porch opening
off living room. 1 1/2 Baths.

MLS +..$73,900.

John & Mary MeDonough

Realtors

44 HAYDEN ROWE STREET
HOPKINTON, MASS. 01748

435-3818 or 435-3428
85
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By G. OLENIEWSKI
Of The News Staff

~ HOPKINTON — The town
of Hopkinton was founded in
the dining reom of Mr. and
Mrs. Reuel Strong’s house.

Well, more or less.
The Strong’s home, at 21
E. Main St., overflows with
atmosphere and

YE OLD HEARTH — Old fashioned fireplace
“remains in the 1715 house on 21 East Main St.,
Hopkinton. Note dutch ovens o .Eggght

o (News Photo by Gene Mazel)  (ha

',‘%gﬁl;-

- baramt

méeting house and has since been

EX-MEETING HOUSE — The
*.stately home of Mr. and Mrs. Reuel the home of several
_ Strong once served the town as a  residents.

i (Mews Photo by Gene Mazel)

historic

fiokl

‘18th

memorabilia of the early
century when
Hopkinton was settled.

The reason is as in-
teresting as the quaint little
house itself, which was the
original Meeting House,
built in 1715.

The house was built by
John How, a carpenter by
trade, and one of the first
settlers of the land
established through a
bequest of money made to
Harvard College by an
Englishman, Edward
Hopkins. )

Originally named
Hopkinstown in honor of its
donor, the 25,000 acres were
leased to tenants for a penny
an acre.

Mainly because John How
could read and write, he
became-the first town clerk

~4 and selectman. The first

meetings of the town were
held in his home until a
permanent meeting house
was built in 1725. It was in
these rooms that the
newborn community felt its
first growing pains.

How also opened his home
to  Hopkinton’s  first
minister, the Rev. Samuel
Barrett of Harvard Divinity
School, who boarded there
with his horse for a year
until his home was built on
the site of the present town
hall,

But How's generosity was

and later he sued the

= Historic home was

first Meeting House

town for the board of Rev.
Barrett and his horse. He
also built the first stocks in
the village for the in-
carceration of legal trans-
gressors. i

Allegedly the oldest house
in Hopkinton, the Meeting
House consists mainly of
four rooms, two large ones
downstairs and two smaller
bedrooms upstairs. Around
1740 an additional room was
built which now seryes as
the kitchen.

The original kitchen
which the Strongs use as a.
combination sitting room-
work room-dining room, is
the most interesting room
historically. Here the early
settlers  gathered fto
organize their government.

The room was warmed for
them by a large fireplace
complete with bake ovens
and kindling wood closet.
Above the mantel was
located the parson’s cup-
board which held the wine to

warm the visiting
clergyman.
Mrs. Strong has been

faithful to the character of
the room by furnishing ‘it .
with Windsor chairs, table;
cupboard and antxques é
the period, including a eeal b
burning foot warmer,’
candlestick mold, latems,f:f
and chinaware. i
The adjacent parler
boasts another fireplace, &;
duplicate of the one that;
_warmed George Washin tm

zm
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MRS, STRONG AND LOLLY — The
present owner of the house, Mrs.
Reuel Strong, holds her dog Lolly as

when he siept at the-
Wayside Inn in Sudbury.
That's more than coin-
cidence, though, since the
How family of carpenters
built the Wayside Inn.

On the mantel of this.
fireplace Mrs. Strong keeps
an 18th century antique of
“shocking” value in more
than one sense of the word.
The frog mug was reserved
for serving unwelcome
guests in the British home or
pub. Halfway through his
brew, the unsuspecting
visitor could see a ceramic
but disgustingly realistie
frog pouring the brew
through his slimy mouth.

The two fireplaces are,
supported by a foundation of
fieldstone layered on
wooden planks, a very old
technique which adds
authenticity to the building."

The Meeting House was
not always maintained as an’
historical site. When the'

Strongs bought it in 1944,
had

previous residents
neglected it but, fortunatley, -
not remodeled it. 'The;
Strongs installed plumbing,
heating and electricity and:
began the necessary rers
pairs and redecoration:

“We tried to marry
yesterday's grace with
today’s comfort,”” Mrs.
Strong said about her’
project. : ot

The property, including a.
spacious barn, was used to
house Mrs. Strong’s antique
shop until 1558 when she-
devoted her full time efforts
to the town library, !

She has drawn from her-
background in antiques and
her great knowledge of the
area’s history in creating a,
tribute to Hopkinton's past.

~———

they sit near a bayw&dow- amidst
antiques and historic memorabilia.
(News Photo by Bill Edmunds) -



