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HERE were nnimation e
thuslosin In Mr, Dowser's de-
meanor at the diover thlile the

other evendng, aod he kopt
Mrs, Bowser guessing all throngh the
menl, bt he did not keep her walting
long after thele return to the witting
rooi,

“Mrs, Bowser,”" Lie begun as lie ficit
ol a clgnr and waved It around with
profound dignlty, "I think yon wiil
readily ackuowledge that T wm o man
of action."

“Yeu, | hove seen you net” she wl
mitted,

“No sarcasm, plogse.”

He looked nt lier for @ moment nnd |
U finshed ap aod swallowed, bt he want-
| o to prove his case, nid after o it he
| continnel:

“We hnve kuown that there wis to
be o world's fair nt St. Louls for a yoear
pust, haven't we?"!

HOT ot rse"

“Kut linve 1 ever snid that we wonll
attend 1t* Have yon even henrd me |
say I'd ke to go™"

“1 don’t think so. While everyhaody
else, even down to the banann ped-

Bowseré_ctEQuickly

He Suddenly Decides to Go to the World's Fair and Drooks
No Delays, but His Mother-in-law Arrives

His Plan,

“Woman, don’t worry ahont cronses
and wrinkles,” voplied Mr, Bowser ns
lie weut after g second lowd, *“I'he In-
stractions a# lald down in wy book
ure ol right snd have been pdopted by
all the leading netors gl netresses
aind the truvellng publie generally, Let
e et apother armfol™

I we've got to pack this way J—
Falon't betieve 1 want to go to the foalr.
Those things would be stmply  ruined
wlien w there.  I'N ngree to be
rewdy by tomorrow night,”

SAL U0 i the morndng, Mrs, Dow-
ser.'”

“Then I won't go'

“Vory well, 1 tolil yon 1 was a man
of action. It is now n quarter to 8
In five minutes my trank will e packs
ed and downstnivs, and ot 50 In the
marning 1 <ot out for 8t Lonis all by
my lonesome, 1 oam no ot to <hilly-
shally, 1 either go or stay, Yon esn
go to your mother's or <end for Ler to
come here, bt 1 am off in the worn-
fug.”

AMre. Dowser sot down on the bed
anid hegan ta weep softly, while he
grabbed life clothes from the closet,
and his shirts and collars from the
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THEY WATCHED THE NIGHT

dlers, bhave gone or are golng, it Is a
subject you hnve kept clear of. 1 meu-
tloned it ouee, but you fell asleep while
| thinking out a veply.”

| “You but corroborate what 1 have
| gald, Mrs. Bowser. Not knowing wheth-
ler I coulil shape my affuirs to go, |
bave said nothing about it, Of whit
use to promize yon 1o go and then fall
to keep it? Toduy, however—today at
4:30 o'vlock, 1 saw my way cleay, aml
now, only two hours later, I have the
gatisfaction of announcing to you that
we shall make a two weeks' visit to
the fair.”

“You dear, good man, but how nice
of you! 1 ean be ready in about ten
days, and T shall look upon It as the
great event of my life.”

“I tliink 1 observed that 1 wus a msn
of netion®’

“Yes, you rald so."”

“Aud 1 am going to prove it in this
cnse. We leave on the 9:30 train in
the morning.”

“But how can we?" she exclaimed in
terror. “1 have got to have about (ifty
different things, and It will take at
least (wo days to pack the trunis, You
surely’'—

“The trunks will be packed tonight,
and what you lack you eun buy at St
Louls. I understand that they bhave at
least one dry gools store there, Hav- !
ing disenssed the matter in all its bear- |
fugs, we will now go upstairs and pro-
cecd to pock.”

“But it can't possibly be done. If
you hod ever pncked o trunk you would
kuow™—

*Alrg. Bowser, 1 was packing trunks
before you were born, You couldn’t
Luve been over five years old when I
wrofe and publighed u little book en-
titled ‘How to P’'nck a *Trnnk In Sev-
enteen Seconds,' Thut book s to Le
found fu nlmost every house In Ameri- |
ci todoy, 1 should say that we ought |
to tuke three trunks with us. We may
not piuek the whole three In less than
one minute, but we can do it In five
aud thep sit down and talk about what
we expect 1o see.”

“(an't 1 bave four or five duys¥" she
pleaded.

“Not n day.

We leave at the hour

“Hut two days, then—even one’—
“AMrs, Bowser," he sald as he mode

| for the stalrs, “we will now go up amd |

| pack, amd after you have seen me fing |
I the things Into a trunk and lock and |
| wtrap It half the terrors of trunk pack-
fng will be gone, The trunks are In
the storeromm, but I will have them |
out while yon are throwing that yaller
eved ent downstaies, 1 hope he staeves
to death while we are gone.”
| The three trunks cnme out. Mr. Bow-
ser ripped off theee of the handles and
| wnde the splinters fy from the door
L eaxings In dolng 1t, but he made record
time, Winter gnrments pocked In eatn-
|p|ml' woere  cmpticd  out ol kleked
uside, while Mrx, Bowser stood with
guivering ehin and heipless look, Then
he entered the closet and Hfted three
or four of Lber dresses off the pegs and
chineked them into one of the trunks
with nn abandon that bronght out the
exchination:

“For merey's snke, don’t do that! If
[ you fling things I that way they will
Bave n thonsund crenses and wrinkles
by tomorrow,"
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dresser aid began to toss them Into
onc of the trunks, He was thus en-
gaged when a voiee annonneed:

“f thought it was about time [
eame down and took yeu in band ngaln,
Lemuel Bowser!”

1t was his mother-in-law. She had
found the frout door unlocked amd
walked In and upstales, e stosd look-
ing ot her with lLls eyes bulging out
for a long minute before he could
atier the words:

“What, you here pgain

“Yes, gir. [ #eem to be !l here, and
it appears [ have come in good time.
Mary, whaot's the matter?”

“He's—he's going to the Bt. Louia
fair! sobbed Mrs, Bowser. “le's go-
fnge alone be-hecause 1 can't pack three
trunks In five minutes!™

“l ean't fool nway my time'"” ex-
plained Mr, Bowser, as the wother-in-
law turned to bim with a look of In-
quiry.

=and yvou'll go ulone, will you't"

1 will.”

*“You'll do nothing of the kind! Drop
those things!"

*What bave you got to say whout
[t4" lie deman led jo toneg be tviel to
wike firin, but whieh wabbled about &
cood deal.

“I*au’t you Lristle up to me like that,
Lomuel Bowser—don't you do it! I
have attended to your cnsg several
times before, nnd I shall do it this
time. You don't stir one step. Toke
those things out and hang them up
ngalin."

Mr, Bowser looked at her and hesi-
tated for a moment and then sulkily
obeyed.

“Now put those winter goods back
and the trunks where they belong. I
had o feeling all this week that it was
wy duty to come down awd take your
In Lo,

“If you've come down here to ralse a
row with me don't drive me too far. I
don't want a fuss with youn, but"—

“But you ean have one right away!™
she tinfshed, “You may now go down-
stales untll 1 am ready to tuke your
cuse up, Don't upset chales nor break
vases or 'l wake it the worse for
you:"

AMr. Rowser descended with a wilik
iden of smushing everything he conld
ond #etting fire to the remainder, but
Le thought better of it and put on his
hat gl walked nronnd town for two
long hours, When he got back to his
own house all was darkness, and he
knew that the women follks hod goue
to bed, ‘Phey might not be asleep yet,
Lowever, inid he sat down on the door-
steps to think. The eat, which had
been out looking for a serap and fofed
to find one, came and sat down heside
Lim, awd together they witehed the

| night grow old ond the new ioon
conie “ll.
After an hour n pedestelan come

along and stopped to lean on the zute
with defected and weary ale. e and
Alr, Bowser saw each other, but It wos
ton minutes hefore the lntter asked:

SWhy don’t you go home ™

“Why don't you go In sod go to
b ¥ wilk querlind in reply.,

“1 enn't., My wmotherln-law bas or-
rived,”

“Ruame here!" walld the stranger as
be hrushied o tear from his exe nnd
pussed o, M, QUAD,
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